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v@iiroduction by the President

TheNationa Council of ChurchesinAustralia(NCCA) ispart of theworldwide ecumenical
movement. Itisamovement for reconciliation between the Churches, and moreimportantly
between God and theworld. In Romans5 and 1 Corinthians5we see how reconciliationis
related to new creationin Christ. At 1l Corinthians5:19, Godin Christ isreconciling theworld to
God'ssdf. Christ comesin solidarity with usashuman beings, so that we may comeback tobein
solidarity with God. It isthrough being brought back to God, and therefore being brought back to
each other, that we must be engaged in thelife of theworld.

Politicsisthelifeof the“palis’, that isof thecommunity. Itistherespongbility of each Christian
and each Christian community to beengagedinaneection. Itisnot just asgood citizensbut also
as Chrigtiansthat we ought to beinvolved in theissuesthat come at each el ection.

Thisresourceisoffered to the Churchesand each Christian person by the NCCA. Itisnota
campaignfor aparticular point of view. Itisvaluesbased material for resourcing, educating and
supporting NCCA member Churchesand their members, so that we can be active, informed
participantsintheeection. Itistaking Christian social responsibility serioudly.

Chrigtiansand the Churcheshave particular responsibilitiesin anumber of aress:

First, to raiseissueswhich political partiesmay not wishtoraise, issueswhich are central to our
way of lifeasacommunity hereinAustraliaand beyond. Someissuesraisedinthisresourcewill be
central inthedebates. Othersmay be pushedtotheside. It may well beimportant that weraise
theissues. Scriptureand our Christian traditionsremind us of issuesthat perhaps many of uswould
rather forget, becausethey aredifficult or threatening. 1tishoped that thiskit will remind usof
thosethings.

Second, to approach theissuesfrom a Christian perspective. Of course, Christianshavedifferent
conclusionsabout issues. We see Christian commitment and discipleshipindifferent ways. Itis
hoped that thismaterial will resource usinlooking at theissuesfrom aparticularly Christian point of
view rather than from asociological, economic or cultural point of view.

Third, theimportant thing isthat we are drawn more and moretowards being responsibly engaged
intheimportant work of preparing for and participating inthe election. Apathy isamajor dangerin
ademocracy. Apathy isaso afallureof discipleship within Christianity. Let usremember how it
wasthe Chrigtianinvolvement in South Africawhich led to theend of apartheld and the beginning of
truereconciliation and democracy under Nelson Mandela.

May God blessusaswe usethisresource, to the Glory of God and for the good of all people, both
inAustraliaand throughout theworld.

Reverend Professor James Haire

© 2004 National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA)

Produced & Published by NCCA

Locked Bag 199, Sydney NSW 1230

Ph+61(02) 9299 2215 Fax+61 (02) 92624514
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The Visions, Reflections and Questions
contained in this resource reflect the
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the National Council of Churches in
Australia.
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sl to use this Election Kit

How not to usethiskit

Firgt, awarning about themisuseof thiskit. Thiskitwill not tell you how tovote. It
isnot therole of the NCCA or itsmember Churchestoinstruct personsonwhich
politica party tovotefor. Each person must make up hisor her ownmind, taking
into account al theissuesthat matter.

Neither doesthiskit say that social justiceistheonly criterion on whichtojudge
policies. Good government consistsin many things, economic, administrativeand
legal. Social justiceisanimportant criterion. The purposeof thiskitisto ensure
that socia justiceisnot overlooked.

You can usethiskit privately

Asyou consder your voteinthiselectionyou can usethismaterid toinformyourself
about relevant issues. You can usethe questionsdirected to candidatesto consider
your ownviews. You canincorporatethe material into discussionsyou may have
about theeection.

You can usethiskit corporately

You may bel ong to church or community groupswith asocia justicefocus. You
canusethiskitinyour discussons. Youmay also set up aspecial discussonforum
atelectiontime.

You can usethiskit with candidates

Each section has questionsthat might be directed towards candidates or parties.
They can be used on occasions set up by the candidates or parties. Church or
community groups can set up their own meetingsto which candidatescan beinvited.
It might beuseful to givenoticeof thekindsof questionswhenyouinvitecandidates.
Caremight need to betaken to ensurethat some candidates are not targeted over
others. All partiesand candidates need to be placed under scrutiny.

You can usethiskit toinformyour church community
Church newd etters can be used to direct membersto the NCCA website. Thekit
can be copied and di stributed.

You can usethiskit for prayer

We do not act alone. Our concern for social justice comes, asthe sectionsof the
kit state, from aChristian vison. Our parliamentariansneed our prayers. Weneed
to makeour voting decisionsprayerfully.
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Positive contributionsto internationa order develop
positive rel ationshi ps between peoplesand nations.
Nationsworking together canfind constructive
aternativestowar andinjustice.

AChristian Vision

Ingtuationsof conflict and the prevention of conflict
the Churches support actionsthat enable peace,
support humanrightsand exercise humanitarian
compassion.

A Reflection
Austrdiahasalong history of positive contributions
tointernational peacemaking, humanrightsand
diplomacy throughthe UN and smilar ingtitutions.
Inrecent years, however, there hasbeena
tendency to hold back from
widely agreedinternationa
conventionsandtofollow
independent or unilatera paths
modelled by theUSA. Thisis
of considerableconcern, since
the devel opment of genuine
internationdismisavita
requirement inthefaceof the

NCCA expressed thisinthe
build-up of war with Irag;

exclusion.’

‘TheNCCA iscurrently
promoting the Decadeto
OvercomeViolence, acall totranscend the
‘logic’ of violenceandfind congtructive
dternativestowar andinjustice. Theway to
peace doesnot liethrough war, but through
transforming structuresof injusticeand the
politicsof excluson.’

Austrdiashould actin situationssuch aslrag only
under UN resolution, not unilaterally. Thereisa
need for adeeper commitment to working through
internationa channds

Contemporary Christian thinking about peace and
reconciliationemphasises.

O unease about the coexistence of
‘humanitarian’ and ‘intervention’ asa
response, asin practice humanitarian
compassionistoo often contradicted by the
useof letha military force—preferenceisfor
‘the protection of endangered populationsin
stuationsof armedviolence' (WCC);

The way to peace
does not lie
through war, but

through
transforming
structures of
pressuresof globalisation. The B ITETF (eS0T B3 71=
politics of

International Order

o theneedfor renewed commitment to
multilateral action, the UN andinternational
decison-making;

o takingof earlier preventiveactionsin
responseto early warningsof crisis;

o far greater internationd priority to- conflict-
prevention; therehabilitation and renewd of
thephysicd, palitica and civil infrastructures
of suffering nations(including therelief of
poor nationsdebt and fair trade); peace-
building, conflict-resolutionand
reconciliation mechanisms, and

o promotion of activenon-violencestrategies
and practiceat al levelsaspart of the UN/
WCC/NCCA commitmentsto‘ cultivating a
cultureof peace’.

Among specific pressnginternational issues,
Audtrdian Christiansarecaledtourge
political backing for Augtraia sfull
participationin:

o theKyoto Protocol onglobal warming;

o thelnternational Court of Justice (ICJ);

o theOptiona Protocol to the Convention
onTorture;

o thedraft Declaration onthe Rightsof
Indigenous Peoples; and

o reviewing East Timor’sclaimstoafair receipt
of oil and gasfromthe Timor Sea

Questionsfor Candidates/Parties

= Will your party work together with the UN
andamilar inditutionsrather thaninvolving
Austraiainindependent actions?

= What areyour partiespoliciesfor conflict
prevention?

= Will you support full participationinthe
Kyoto Protocol, the ICJ, the Optional
Protocol to the Convention on Torture, the
draft Declaration on the Rightsof Indigenous
Peoplesand areview of East Timor’sclaims
to oil and gasfromthe Timor Sea?

For further information on the Decade to
Overcome Violence at www.ncca.org.au/dov.

National Council of Churches in Australia
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International Debt

Many millionsof the poorest peoplein theworld
suffer fromtheir countriesindebtedness.

AChristian Vision

Thelivesand well-being of the poorest peopleare
moreimportant than the repayment of debt.
Membersof acountry’ sgovernment, administration
and businesscommunity should ensurethebasic
needs of the people, especially themost vulnerable
and marginaized, aremet.

A Reflection

Around theworld creditorshave made billions of
dollarsof irresponsibleloansto regimesfor military
expendituresandinfrastructure projects, from
which most ordinary people gained no benefit.
JubileeAustralia, aprojectinwhichtheNCCA has
takenaleadrole, seesit asparticularly unjust that
after dictatorshipshavefallen, thedebt - with
interest - remainsand creditorsing st on repayment.

Jubilee Augtraiasupportsthe United Nations eight
Millennium Devel opment Godsfor 2015, whichaim
to (1) eradicate poverty and hunger; (2) achieve
universal primary education; (3) promote gender
equality; (4) reducechild mortdlity;
(5) improvematerna hedlth; (6)
combat HIV/AIDS, maariaand
other diseases; (7) ensure
environmental sustainability; and (8)
developaglobal partnershipfor
development. Devel oping country
indebtednessisakey obstacletothe
achievement of thesegodls,
therefore, JubileeAudtrdiacalsfor
theAugtraian Government to:

1. Cancel the unpayable component
of poor country debts- in particular to
Indonesia, Philippines, East Timor, PapuaNew
Guineaand the Solomon Idands; and

2. Develop debt sengtiveguidelinesfor Austrdia's
Export Credit Agency - the Export Financeand
Insurance Corporation (EFIC) and for greater

Debt sensitive
guidelines for

Export Credit

. . . the lives
and well-being
of the poorest

people are

more
important
than the

repayment of
debft .

levelsof cooperation between AusAlD,
AusTradeand EFIC.

JubileeAustrdia, dso, calsontheAustraian
Government asamember of thethreecritical bodies
which cancel sovereign debts- theMF, theWorld
Bank and the Paris Club - to:

1. Support the cancellation of
the unpayable component
of poor country debtsin
Africat, developingAsia
and LatinAmerica; and

Australia’s

Agency. 2. Support the creation of an

international sovereign bankruptcy body that
involvesboth creditors, debtorsand
independent arbitersin (a) determining the
necessary level of debt cancellationand (b)
placing safeguards on how the money freed up
by debt cancdllationisused;? and

3. Ensurecreditorstakeethical responsibility for
theloansthey make.

Theseactionswill have symbolic and practical
benefit to many millionsof people. Alone,
however, they arejust part of aprocess.

Questionsfor Candidates/Parties
Many questions can be asked based
ontheJubileecdl totheAustraian
Government. Moresmply candidates
could be asked:

= Doyoulyour party support the
principlesof the Jubilee campaign?

= What policiesdoesyour party
havefor meeting the problems of
unpayableinternational debt?

For further information contact Stewart Mills,
Campaign Coordinator of JubileeAustraliaon (02)
9299 2215/email smills@ncca.org.au or visit
Www,jubilesaudralia.org.

1 Africa pays $15 hillion a year in debt repayments making debt the greatest economic challenge to fight HIV/AIDS which is devasting the

continent.
2 Irag is a case in point.
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Refug

Refugeeshavetheright “to seek and enjoy asylumin
other countries’ (Art. 14, Universal Declaration of
Human Rights) and should not be penalised for
fleeing without visas (1951 Refugee Convention).

A Chrigtian Vision

Detention for asylum seekersmust belimitedintime
and for agood reason such asbasic health, security
and identity checks. All asylum seekersshould be
abletowork or receiveincomesupport. Children
and their parents should bereleased from detention
into areaswherethey can accessthe support of their
respective communities. Permanent protection
should begiventoal refugees.

A Reflection

In 1992, Australiaintroduced harsh new lawsto
punish and deter boat people by makingit
mandatory for every man, woman and child seeking
refugeinAustraiawithout avisatobeheldin
detentionfor anindefiniteperiod. Despitea1992
High Court ruling that detaining peopleto deter
othersisinappropriate, Governments continueto
scarethe public by inferring that removing detention
would opentheflood gatesto“illegas’.

90% of visa-lessonshorearrivalsfrom 1999 to
2003 were eventually deemed to be refugees, who
fled asaresult of agenuinefear of persecution.
Under internationd law, refugeesarenct ‘illegas
and areentitled to protection.

Children entering without avisaare subject to
automatic, non-reviewabl e detention. Alternative
detention housing schemes, usudly for childrenand
their mothers, have been gppliedinalimited way.
They areunreasonably restrictive, separating fathers
from partnersand children. A workable community
rel ease scheme could be adopted by Government.

Since October 1999, visa-lessrefugees, after being
recognised asrefugeesand released, have been
denied permanent protectionvisas. They aregiven
3-year temporary protection visas (TPVs) that deny
permanent residence, family reunionrights, English
lessons, accommodation, job-search assistance,
government-funded settlement servicesand theright
tore-enter Australiaafter travelling oversess.
Permanent residencewould removethethreat of
being forcibly sent home and establishesabasison

es & Asylum Seekers

whichto settle, integrate and recover fromtorture,
traumaand the effects of long-term detention.
Churchesand community groupsstruggleto provide
minimum levelsof supportto TPV holders.

Austrdiaisthe only country to grant temporary status
to recognized refugees. Temporary protection, in
Europe and asrecommended by the UNHCR, is
granted only to groups of asylum seekersduring
emergenciesor when arrivalsoverwhemthe
processing capacity of receiving states. Inall other
instancesrefugeesreceive permanent visas.

TheAustrdian Government should repedl legidation
excigng partsof AudtraliafromAugtraia smigration
zone and stop the practice of naval interceptionand
forcedtransfer to Pacificldands.

Complementary Protection should be considered for
thosewho do not fit the strict definition of ‘refugee’ but
still have protection needs.

Every year peoplearriveinAustraliawithvalid visas,
clear immigration, and then claimasylum. During
processing, most arealowedtolivein the community
and can apply for permanent protectionvisas. If,
however, they do not lodgetheir applicationswithin 45
daysof arrival or appeal to the Federa or High Court
or theMinigter for Immigration (under discretionary
powers), they aregiven aBridging VisaE (BVES).
Thisvisadeniesthem income support and work rights,
and Medicarecover. Upto 1,000BVEsliveinthe
community. Most aredestituteand areforced torely
on charity.

Questionsfor Candidates/Parties

= Will your party proposelegidationto
discontinuetheuseof TPVsand BVES?

= Will you support acommunity release
scheme?

= What policiesdoesyour party havethat
will support refugeesand assist themto
stleinAugrdia

For further information visit:

The Better Way model at www.ncca.org.au (under
cws/at work with refugees); or
www.refugeecouncil.org.au.

National Council of Churches in Australia
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Community Harmony

Community harmony meansvaluing theintegrity of
every person asahuman being. 1t doesnot happen
by chance, but by the deliberate and thoughtful
choiceto listen and dialogue acrossdifferencesin
background, race, age, gender, religion, education,
interests, wealth and status.

A Christian Vision

TheHebrew Scripturesrequirefair tresatment for
everyone(e.g. Lev 19:33-34; Zech 7:9-10). The
New Testament agrees, e.g. Gal 5:14,

“For thewholelaw issummed upina
single commandment, ‘ You shall love
your neighbour asyourself’”.

Jesussaid,

“...Loveyour enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be
children of your Father in heaven; for he
makes his sun rise on the evil and
on the good, and sendsrain on
the righteous and on the
unrighteous.” (Matt 5:43-45).

Thegospe counterstheusua socia
order and insiststhat thosewho are
rejected areworthy of special favour.

A Reflection

Vilification, namecalingandblaming,
threats, denial of servicesand basic
humanrights, an‘us and‘them’
mentality, and other actsof exclusionall
threaten community harmony. Branding
peoplewho arrive by boat to seek
asyluminAustraiaas‘illegds, foringtance,
questionstheir legitimacy ashuman beings, and
preparestheway for harsh and inhumane policies
that maketheir desperate Situation worse.

How we behavetoward one another, the cliquesor
exclusion zonesthat we establish both deliberately
and accidentally, subtly changethe shape of our
society and affect thewelfare of others. We
become adept at not noticing thosewhomwe

Community
harmony . .
. does not
happen by
chance, but

by
deliberate

and
thoughtful
choice . . . .

exclude and discounting thosewho are* different’.
Weusevariouswaysof demondtratingwhois‘in’
andwhois‘out’. All thesethingsdisrupt community

harmony.

Itisagrest privilegeto participatein ademocracy.
We should avoid policiesthat use* put downs' of
others, blame* scapegoats’ for nationd failings, or
disregard humanrightsby typecasting or
‘demonising’. Wemust avoid thelanguage of
disadvantage or paterndismthat diminishesand
dehumanises some sectorsof thecommunity. We
cannot act solely out of self interest but havea
responsibility for themarginalised and
disadvantaged.

Questionsfor Candidates/Parties
Asyou listen to those who seek public office, you
can test what they say with somesimplequestions:

= What policiesdo you/your
party haveto reduce
disadvantageinAudtrdian
communities?or dothepolicies
disregard vulnerable people,
playingmainly to salf-interest?

m  Doesthecandidate/party usea
language of fear, or alanguage
of fairness, empowerment and
hope?

Some persona questionsmay be:

AmI willingto makesacrifices
inmy own lifesothat others
may benefit?

= Aml satisfiedto beapassive observer in
thecommunity, or will | actively work for
community harmony by knowing my
neighboursand caring about them?
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Indigenous Australia

Aboriginal and Torres Strait I ander peoplesholda
very important placewithin our Australian society.
The Churcheshopethat any government would
haveaspecial set of policiesbased around them.

A Christian Vision

The Churchessupport actionsthat bring
about better rel ations between peoples
and especidly between Indigenous
Augraiansandtherest of Austraian

sodiety.

addressing
Indigenous
issues?

A Reflection

The Churches' understanding of
reconciliation may not lineupwithwhat
Governmentsprofessto beitsdefinition.
Present Government policy isbased on practical
reconciliation. Isthisour understanding of what
reconciliationisabout?

Recondilliaioninvolvesmorethan giving Indigenous
peoples accessto basic services such aswater,
education etc. Itinvolvespoliciesthat enableall
peopl esto be active, productive members of
society. Inreconciliation arecognition of past
wrongs needsto take place and an act of sorry has
to be undertaken for the processto betruly
meaningful.

Policiesmust be morethan how much money will be
spent on Indigenous affairs. Themoniesspent must
represent abigger picture planfor Austraiainthe
futurethat involvesAborigina and Torres Strait
Idander peoples.

Throughout the history Treatiesor We need
Covenantshave been putin place
so asto seal aspecia relationship
between groups. It isvery much of
church history should it also be part

of themainstream.

past
mistakes

Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Idlander peoplesareat the bottom of all socid
indicators, including hedlth. Itiscommon
knowledgethat at times people do need ahelp up

What policies
does the party
have for

to address

and churchesthroughout theworld have shown that
thisneedsto bedoneto theleast favoured within
our midst. We need to address past mistakesand
some special treatment may need to happento fix
theseactions. Equality sometimesmeanstreating
everybody thesameway. Sometimesit meansitis
fair totreat peopledifferently where
theindividud’scircumstancesare
different.

Questionsfor Candidates
Parties

= Doesyour party havea
policy onIndigenous
afars?

Do you support Reconciliation between
Indigenous and non-1ndigenous people?

How do you understand reconciliation?

How do you or your partiespolicy
expressavisionfor Indigenouspeople?
(Ismoney theonly answer put forward
whentaking about policy?)

Doyou believethat the Federd
Government shoul d apol ogise on behal f
of Audtraiafor past mistreatment of
Indigenous people?

Do you/your party think that there
should beaTreaty (or someother form
of agreement) between Indigenousand
non-Indigenous peopl €?

What areyour partiespoliciesfor
addressing Indigenoushedlthissues?

What areyour viewson equdity?

National Council of Churches in Australia
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Environment

The protection and sustainable devel opment of the
environment isan urgent moral issue, demandingthe
commitment of governments, and action at national,
regiona andlocal levels.

A Christian Vison
We challengetheideathat economic growth should
take precedence over carefor the
environment. Itisnot anoptiona or
low priority matter. Itisinter-related
withevery other policy issuelikely to
beraised inthe el ection campaign.

A Reflection

The human community today andinthe
future dependsonthe earth andits
natura systems—atmosphere, waters,
soilsand living things—for itswellbeing
andsurvival. Human activity inrecent
years hasdestroyed or damaged many
of the planet’snatural resources. That
activity hascontributedto global
warming, air pollution, water
degradation, the destruction of forests,
thelossof bio-diversity andthe
extinction of many species. Peopleare
becoming more consciousof thecris's,
but amore widespread change of spirit
and attitudeis needed.

Austrdiansandtheir political leaders
should reflect on the extent towhich
consumerismand economic policies
have adversdly affected the
environment. Hugenatural resources
liketheMurray-Darlingriver system,
the Great Barrier Reef and thegreat artesian basin
continueto be degraded. Massiveland-clearing has
removed treesand vegetation from vast areas.
Scarcewater resources have been used for
unsustainable purposes. Sdlinity problemsare
increasing. Theair hasbeen polluted by ill-
considered industrial development and by the over-
useof environmentaly harmful fuels. Questionable
experimentswith genetically modified organisms
have been permitted. We have been dow to heed

thegrave potential threat to the ecology in other
partsof our region. The Kyoto Protocol on global
warming hasnot beenratified by Australia. And, the
need for moreresearchinto suchfieldsasaternative
energy for transport has not been well recognised.

In caring for themarginalised, thevoicelessand the
homel ess, we should remember that it isthe poor
who suffer most from environmental
degradation.

The
protection
and
sustainable
development
of the
environment
... 1s
inter-related
with
every
other
policy
issue
likely
to be
raised
in the
election
campaign.

Questionsfor Candidates/Parties
Withanational eection approaching, it
iswell toask thepolitical partiesand
their candidateswherethey stand on
any or al of theseissues.

It may behelpful to begin by asking:

= What policiesdoesyour party
havethat will carefor the
environment?

= What doyou seeasthe
important issuesfor our
environment?

For more information visit:

Australian Conservation Foundation
www.acfonline.org.au

Australian Environmental Education
Network www.deh.gov.au/education/

Catholic Earthcare Australia
www.catholicearthcareoz.net.au

Earth Bible www.webof creation.org/earthbibl e/
earthbible.html

The European Christian Environmental Network
www.ecen.orglecenhome.shtml

JPIC (Justice, Peace & the Integrity of Creation)
www.of m-jpic.org/ globawarming/

USBishops Environmental Justice Program
www.nccbuscc.orglsowpl gjpl

Web of Creation www.webof creation.org

The Wilderness Society www.wilderness.org.au
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Poverty

Poverty ishaving insufficient resourcesto meet one's
basic needsaswell asto participateinthe
community inwhichonelives.

AChrigtianVision
All peopleareentitledtoa

decent life,inwhichthey have All
acce'ssto work, education, peop Ie
housing, food, healthcareand
recreation. are
entitled
Thechurchesconsider theworld ) 1
isacommunity inwhichall
membersareresponsiblefor decent
each other. life . . .
A Reflection

‘Poverty wearsyou down and can
makeyou sicker thanyou dready are
—both physically and mentdly, it's
about stress, isolation, fear and
constant struggle. Poverty equas
pain.’!

Theeffectsof poverty canlast for

generdions.

AnAudrdiainwhichtherearesubstantial
inequditiesisbad for all Australians. A
healthy society isoneguided by concern
for thehuman rightsof themost
disadvantaged and margindised, striving for
participation of all people. It emergesas
peopleidentify with thepain of peoplein
poverty, recognisethat our futureisbound
up in oneanother and act together to bring
about change.

An Australia
in which
there are u

TheFederal Government isresponsiblefor
exercisngleadershipingoverning for the benefit of
al Austraiansand building ajust and compassionate
society inwhich al Australianshave accessto the
social opportunitiesand basic goodsrequired to

participatefully ineveryday life.

Thisincludesthe development, asamatter of high
priority, of astrategy that addresses both the causes
and the symptomsof poverty. Thisstrategy must
attend to the experiences of thoseliving in poverty
and bebuilt on partnershipsbetween dl levelsof

substantial

inequalities is
bad for all
Australians.

government, local communities, businessand the
community and research sectors.

Such astrategy needsto include anintegrated
approach to employment, particularly tothelong-
term unemployed, toindustria relations, to
education and training; and to our income support
system which must be appropriately resourced and
underpinned by compassion and understanding. It
must striveto understand and address the causes of
poverty among IndigenousAustraliansand the
poverty that isbeing increasingly concentrated in
someneighbourhoodsandinregionad Audtraia.
Affordable accessto appropriate housing, health
care, childcare, aged care and servicesfor disabled
peoplearealsocritical.

Questionsfor Candidates/Parties

= Howwill your party’ spoliciesimprove
thesituation for thosewhoselivesare
lessrich and moretroubled than they

need to be?
= How will your party’spoliciesenhance
peopl € sopportunity to

participateasfully asthey wish
insociety or improvetheir life
chances?

How will your party’s
policieshelptransform
struggling communities?or
place more pressureon
them?

= Howwill youandyour
party work to build aless
dividedAugrdia?

Further information about the Churches' response
to poverty may be found on the NCCA website, http:/
/www.ncca.org.au or by viewing the Churches
submissionsto the Senate Inquiry into Poverty and
Financial Hardship, http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/
committee/clac_ctte/poverty/submissions/sublist.htm

1 abridged version of a submission received by a QCOSS Task Group,
November 1999, quoted in Tasmanian Catholic Justice and Peace
Commission submission to Senate Inquiry into Poverty and
Financial Hardship; http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/committee/

clac_ctte/poverty/submissions/sublist.htm.
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Unemployment

“Unemployment wreaks havoc, directly and
indirectly, onthelivesand emotionsof al
peopleaffected. Thesearepeoplewith
whom we, asacommunity, shareacommon
human bond and we haveamoral obligation
inhuman solidarity to assist them.™

A ChritianVision

The Churchesconsider that itisvitaly
important to ensureafair distribution of
work with adequate remuneration under fair
conditions, and recognisesthat the value of
work goes beyond economic rewards.

A Reflection

Long-term unemployment isaknown
precursor to poverty and erodesthedignity
of the person and long-term unemployment
isaseriousissuethat must be addressed at
apolitical level sothat itsstructura causes
can bediminated.

erodes dignity;
creates cycles of

Aswith economic markets, |abour markets, left
unrestrained produceinjusticesin thedistribution

of work, a living wage, and work that is
meaningful in accordance with our shared

human dignity. A continued push for labour market
deregulation for itsown sake without adequate
reflection on the human consequencesendangersthe
wellbeing of many and

Unemployment . . . placesthem at risk of
is continued poverty.
a precursor to Factsand figuresshould

not continueto beusedto
hidethetruth of Austradia’s
long-term unemployment
Stuationfor political gain.

poverty,

disadvantage; Short-termand casual
produces employment opporfcunm&s
: arenot an appropriate
psychological and replacement for the security
social results; and dignity of valued and
S go)s [ Te) s ey justly remunerated ongoing
work.

Theimpact of long-term unemployment on
individuas, familiesand communities
producesdevastating results. Food,
housing, education, healthand generd
wellbeing cannot be achieved without
appropriatefinancial resources. Intoday’s
society paid remuneration for work isthe
primary meansof achieving these necessary
financial resources. Intermsof breaking
cyclesof disadvantagethat |ead to poverty,
ensuring that al people havethe opportunity to
work in humane conditionsthat providealiveable
wageisoneof theforemost goals.

But unemployment al so produces devastating
psychological and socid results. Self-esteemand a
sense of contributing to the community arejust some
of the psychological rewardsof being ableto
participateintheworkforce. Theserewardsflow
back into communities, strengthening them by
constantly building bonds of trust, cooperation and
careamong membersof communities. Inshort, a
fair distribution of work and just remuneration also
contributesto the building of social capita.

trust, care and
cooperation within
communities,
and
must be addressed
at a
political level.

A returning or incoming
Government should assure
thepeopleof Audtraliathat
itiscommitted to producing
alucky country for all of its
citizens, not just thosewho
arefortunateenoughtofind
work. Intermsof creating
jobsfor al Austraians, we shouldlet our politicians
know that ‘ near enough isNOT good enough.’

Questionsfor Candidates/Parties

» Doesyour party havealong-term strategy that
aimsto achievefull, secure, ongoing
employment?

Doesyour party have strategiesto produce
better job-seeker servicesand further training
opportunitiesto those seeking work?

= What areyour viewsregarding labour market
deregulation?

t Australian Catholic Social Welfare Commission, A Moral Accord With People Who Are Long-Term Unemployed, Vol 2 No 3, September

1993, p.1.
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Despitethe current housing boom, Audtrdiaisfacing
ahousingcriss.

A Chrigtian Vision

A basic component for health and humandignity is
theavailability of affordable, secureand well-
located housing. Itisessential not only to the health,
physicaly and economically, of theindividua but
alsothat of the community and the nation.

A Reflection

We have experienced acontinuing declinein the
stock of affordable (low-cost) housing. Thereisan
estimated shortage of 150,000 units.?

Accessto affordable, secureand well-located
housing provides protection from poverty:
o Peoplewho haveaplacetolivecantake
advantage of employment opportunities;
o Affordableand secure housing mitigatesthe
impact of unemployment andill health; and
o Children benefit from astableenvironment
that enhancesopportunitiesto develop
friendshipsand minimisesinterruptionstotheir
schooling.2

InAugtrdlia, thelack of affordable housingimpacts
most heavily on privatetenants. Housing-related
poverty isstrongly concentrated inthisgroup and
many householdsare permanent renters. Young
people, in particular, findit difficult to become
home-owners, in spite of the Commonwesalth
Government’sFirst Home Owners Grant and low
interest rates.

L ack of affordablehous ng underminesthe economy
and poses athreat to the cohesion of the broader
community.

Householdsare considered to beinfinancia housing
stressif they pay morethan 30% of incomeon
housing and arein thelowest 40 per cent of the
incomedistribution range (National Housing
Strategy 1991). There are approximately 250,000

people experiencing housing stress. If trends
continue the number will reach onemillion by 2020,
evenwithout including peopleinregiond Austrdia’

Commonwealth Rent Assistance (RA) isfallingto
keep recipientsof Centrelink paymentsfrom housing
gress. Of dmost onemillionindividualsand families
inreceipt of RA in 2001, 88,846 were spending
morethan 50% of their income onrent.*

During 2001-02, an estimated 95,600 peopl e - of
which young people 15-24 werethe mgjority - were
supported by agencies providing servicesto people
experiencing homelessness® Therearevarying
degreesof homelessnessranging from peopleliving
ininsecure, unsafe or unaffordable housing to people
livingincars, onthestreet, parksor in squatswho
areinastate of outright homel essness.®

The primary funding vehicleto assstant low-income
earnersinto public and community housingisthe
Commonwedth State Housing Agreement (CSHA).
Funding hasdeclined since 1991-2.” Many
householdsare unableto accesspublic housing
becauseit only housesthe most disadvantaged.

Questionsfor Candidates/Parties
Toimprovehousing affordability, alargeincreasein
the supply of low-cost housingisnecessary.
= What areyour party’spoliciesregarding the
provision of affordable, secureand well-
located housing?

= Will you support the expansion of rent and
hous ng ass stancethrough theincome support
systemto assist low-income househol ds?

= Will you support thedevel opment of financial
instrumentsregulated by public policy that
direct private sector investment into affordable
housing’?

= Doesyour party haveastrategy for involving
participation of al levelsof governmentin
responsetothiscriss.

! Yates, J & Wulfe, M 2000,Wither low cost private rental housing? Urban Policy and Research, vol. 18, no 1, pp 45-64.

2 Talyor, J 2003 unpublished results from the fourth stage of Life Chances. Brotherhood of St Laurence, Fitzroy, Vic.

3 Berry, M & Hall, J 2001, policy options for stimulating private sector investment in affordable housing across Australia: Stage 1 report:
Outlining the need for action, Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute (AHURI) Melbourne.

4 ACOSS 2002 Public and Community Housing: A rescue package needed. ACOSS Info 323. ACOSS, Strawberry Hills, NSW.

5 AIHW. 2003. Homeless People in SAAP: SAAP NDC Annual Report 2001-02 Australia=SAAP National Data Collection Agency (NDCA)
Report Series 7 (http://www.ai hw.gov.au/publications/hou/saapndcar01-02—c04.pdf viewed 150503)

6 Australian Council of Homeless Persons. 2003. General overview of homelessness (http://www.chpa.org.au/general.html viewed 150503)

7 ACOSS 2002 Public and Community Housing
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